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1. Name of Property

historic name Blackwell, James, House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  State Road 1411

N/Anot for publication

city, town Cornwall

X T vicinity

state North Carolina code NC county Granville

code 077 zip code2 7565

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[ X private ] building(s)
[ ] public-local [ X district
[ public-State [ Isite

[ 1 public-Federal [ Istructure

[:] object

Name of related multiple propenrty listing:
Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville

oundiz Maorth Copralima

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 2 buildings

1 sites
structures
objects

2 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register __ O

UmStét’e/F'eaeral "Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[xXnomination [] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

Slgnature of certifying off|C|a|
State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opi j 'Z% propegy % D(% not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
{; 4 AR /-29-8%

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, cenrtify that this property is:
[ ]entered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

[ ]determined eligible for the National

Register. DSee continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the

National Register.

I:] removed from the National Register.
[ lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic-single dwelling Vacant /not in use
Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Stone

Federal walls weatherboard
Georgian
roof metal
other stone
metal

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X] See continuation sheet
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Two of the county’s finer vernacular Federal mantels are the
hallmark of the swrprisingly bharndsome, Georgian and Federal style
interiocr  of  the outwardly modest, ore—story-—and-1oft, James
Blackwell House. Urinccupied sivnce 1948, the plarmtatiorn era house
is rvnormetheless in solid conditdon, maintained by its owrners and
last occcoupants, Calvin  and Foy Hart, who are both distanmtly
related to  dits origival owner. A vrow of youwng  cedars  almost
brushes the open shed affixed to its rear and an  unpaved road
rurs by its western side. Its rovth-facivg front elevation  and
its eastern side elevation look ocut over the fields and pastures
that drop away steeply to its east. The houwse ['A" o attached
sketch mapl retains two noa—contributing coutbuildivngs to its rear
- a post-1970 frame tobacco barn [RI and a mid-twertieth century
log and stucca tobaceo barmn LC1 that was moved to its site. Its
fields and pastures, which are so important to its integrity, are
a comtributing site.

The traditional, hall—-parlor plan structure is 1it, at its

front facade, by three asymmetrically arrarnged bays. The off-
center door and the window to the west oper onto the hall, the
larger of fthe two rooms. The wother window lights the second,
smaller oo, the parlor. A high storne fouwndation 1ifts the
house off  the grooad. Stormes also form the tws gable ewnd,
douwble-shouwldered chimrneys, the eastern of which has a
replacement brick stack. Extending a few feet to the east, the
fourndation provides a footing for o a tiny shed  woom, which is
sided with beaded weatherboards as is the rest of the house.
This Pl lul)] is called the '"whiskey room! by Elackwell’s

descerndants, for Blackwell ig  said to have run a goverrnment
distillery on his property and to have kept his licensed liguon

close at hand. The house is constructed of heavy, mortised and
ternored  timbers, a few of the wooder pegs of which are visible
where some weatherboards have pulled away. A significant

propoytion of  the exterior remains intact ivn spite of apge and
weathering, although an open equipment shed, built by the Harts
ivi the early 1980s, now shades its rear. Its fromt porch, the
si1ll marks of which remain, is no longer present.

The plantation era, Georgiar and Federal style intericr  of
Blackwell’s initially small plarntatiocon seat is truly exceptional,
o it has been little changed since 1t was neatly and
laboriously cut, plared, chiseled and installed. Raised six-

parnel doors enframed by three—-part swrrounds and supported by H-L
hirmges serve the two downstairs rooms. Iy company with the
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majority of its smaller contemporaries in the county, the walls
are not  plastered, but rather are sheathed with wide, flush,
beaded boards. These carefully fitted boards even line the wall
of the boxed stair that leads from the hall to the opern loft. 8]
riariraw, molded, projecting board at chair rail height effectively
ereates  the illusicon of flush-sheathed wainscoting berneath it,
the type of wainscobting, usually more fully realized, fooand i
the county throughout the fivst half of the wnineteenth century.

The most striking decorative elements of the interior  are

the mantels. The simpler of the two, i the smalley room, has
cant inuous reeded boards that enframe its hearth and the three
recessed  parnels of its lintel. At the hall mantel these parnels
are replaced by a frieze of alterrmating, horizontally  and
vertically reeded boxes that meet at the center of the lintel at
a square composed of four reeded triangles. Reeded boxes are
also  deftly gouged into the posts that bracket the segmentally-—
arched, hearth openiwvg. An  elaborately opee—-molded shelf

completes the ensemble, rising above the reedivng berneath it.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Jnationally [ ]statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria A (18 [xlc [ b
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ _JA [_]B (lc [do [ [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1820s-early 1830s ta 1865 820s= early 183
Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A 1nknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

@See continuation sheet
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The James Blackwell House -~ orve of the most firnely finished

and intact, hall—-parlor plan dwellings in Granville County - is
significant for both its traditionmal plam and its stylish motifs.
As  a modest but mot insubstantial, cre-story-—and-1oft dwelling,

built orn & traditicomal hall—-parlor play, it is representative of
the type of house occoupied by many of the county’s small planters
during the planmtatiocn era. (Bee associated Historic Context 1 -
The Flantation Era inw Granville County— 1746-186%) Though once
VAR DR S, the dwellings of these planters have suwrvived in  far
smaller numbers tharn those of their wealthier conmtemporaries; and
of  the suwrvivors, rone have experienced  fewer alterations,

particularly irside, thar Blackwell’s house. . The dwelling is
alsxs  significant for its Georgian and Federal style interior
fivish. Sheathed in wood and composed of but two rooms and  a

laft, the irnterior is yovetheless guite finely finished, from its
Georgian style three—-part sworounds and raised, six—-panel doors

to  its exceptional, reeded, vermacular Federal mantels. (See
associated Froperty Type 1| - Georpian  and Federal Style
Dwellings) The tiny whiskey room extending out from  its east

hall room is guite anuswal and is significant as a reminder of a
foorgotten enterprise of some local plantation era  farmers, the
productioy of licensed 1iguoa. The meeting of traditional plan
and  stylish motifs suggests the natuwre of  the middle ground
cocupied by the couwntyls small planters, that space betweern the
great wealth and marsions of the large slaveholders and the orne-
room and tiny hall-parlor plan houses of  the yeomarny. The
property’s  period of significarnce does not extend beyond 1865,
the end of the plantation era, because there are no contributing
buildings @ structuwres within its boundaries that relate to its
nse in the post-Civil War years as a bripht leaf tobacco farm.

The finish of Blackwell’s dwelling sugpests that it was

built inm the 1820s o early 1830s. It would have been a fitting
residence  forr a man who owned four slaves at the taking of  the

1830 federal census. Elackwell's wealth ircreased throughout the
plantatiocn era, although he apparently remained corntent with his
modest hame. The 1840 census lists him as owning 13 slaves, a
figuwre that climbed by five in the rext ten vears. By the taking
of the 1860 cernsus he was a comparatively wealthy man. His real
estate was valued at $5,200 and his personal estate at  $22, 000,
mueh  of which probably comsisted of his 27 slaves. They were
houwsed  in five slave dwellings, all of which, alormg with  the
house’s other early ocutbuildivgs, have been destroyed.
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Blackwell is said by descerdants to have acquired the
property  uporn which he raised his house from his  parents, Jimh
and Frarnces (Fomfrett) Blackwell. L11  They had puwcechased a 31&
acre tract of land ivw the area in 17395 which may be the ore uponm
which he raised his house [Deed Book B, Fage 1571. Rlackwell
purchased a tract of land in the area in 1832, the acreage of

which is uwnclear [Deed Book 6, Fage 32181, and & second tract of
148. 25 acres for $400 in 1834 [Deed Book 8, Fage 1981. It carmot
be determired uporn which of these irnexactly described tracts of
larnd he raised his house. The house remaivned in the family after
his death, acquired with 93.5 acres in 1881 by his sorn—in—law and
daughter, Jizhvy o and Bettie (BRlackwell) Hart [Deed Rowole 47, Fage
18=1. The farm and house are rnow cowned and maintained by Calvin
and Foy Hart, who were the house’s last occcoupants, livirnmg there
for two years until building their brick home to the rorth of the
houwse across  the farm lane on the property in 1348, They are
both distantly related to the Blackwells and the Harts.

L1l Interview with family descendarits Mrs. g R. Williams and
Fred Blackwell, RAugust, 1986. ‘



9. Major Bibliographical References

Cranville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.
Interviews with Mrs. J. R. Williams and Fred Blackwell, August, 1986; Calvin Hart,
March, 1987.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public
Library, Oxford, N.C.

{:]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:lpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [ A state historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [:]Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register [:] Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [:] Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survey # DOther
[ lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property approximately 172 acres

UTM References

Al L b b bty | Bl Lt Lo bty
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
el Lt v b e Ly oL L bbb by o

[X See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

@ See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte . Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

organization _Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date _ 8/17/87

street & number _P-0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephone 919-693-1491
city or town __Oxford state

n'\S s

N.C zip Codez7565



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 10240018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __10__ Page 1 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTHM REFERENCES

ZC'YIE’ Eacst i]’lg Nl:l]"‘th ] 'I’Il_;]

A 17 TOETIO L4O374E0
B 17 TOET7E0 4037420
C 17 706840 LGOIT7EZ0
D 17 Q7030 4OI7E00
E 17 707040 4037300
F 17 TOESOO0 L4O37460

VEREAL. EBOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Begirming at point A: 17 706730 4037460 on the USGS polypor,
where the south side of the farm larne intersects with the east
side of State Road 1411, continuing south approximately 350 feet,
alorng  the east side of State Road 1411, to point B 17 706720
4037420 o the polygorn, where the tree line meets the east side
of  State Road 1411. Comtinuing in a straight lirne southeast
appraximately 650 feet, along the edge of the woods, to point Co
17 706840 4037220 on the polygon, where the tree line tuwrns east.
Cormtimuing in a straight lirne east approximately 550 feet, alorg
the edge of woods, to point D 17 707030 4037200 on the polygon,
where the tree lirvre meets the west side of the brarnch of Grassy
Creek. Contirnuing along the west side of the branch of Grassy
Creek approximately 10580 feet to point Fi 17 706300 4037460  on
the polygor, where the west side of the brarnch of Grassy Creek
meets the south @ side of the farm lane. Comtirnuing west
approximately S00 feet along the south side of the farm lame to
the point of origin.

EOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Appraoximately 12 acres that include the dwelling and the
surrounding fields that have been historically associated with
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the house, maintain historic integrity, and convey the praperty’s
historic setting are being nomimated for the Natiomal Repgister.

The remaining property has been excluded because of  intruding
structures or because it is rmow woodland and is vnio longer  used
for farm  prodoactioon. Ivi both these cases the land use has

substantially charnged so that it mo longer contributes to the
historic integrity or historic significance of the property as a
plantaticn era farnm. '

The westerrn boundary from UTHM points A to B includes  the
fields and dwelling to its east and excludes property outside of
the owner’s property line to its west. The southern  boundary
from  UTM points B to C and C o D inecludes the fields to  its
riorth and excludes woodland o its east. The eastermn boundary
from  UTM points D to F oincludes the fields to its  west  and
excludes property that falls ouwtside of the owner’s property line
to its east. The rcthern bowndary from UTM points Foto A
includes the dwelling to its south and excludes a modern hame,
built within the last fifty years, to its wmorth.
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